Private hospital and phase I.
Since December 1988. French law has authorized phase I studies and the creation of phase I units within public or private hospitals. The scientific standards regarding private hospitals are not different from those in public hospitals. Practitioners who conduct clinical trials in private hospitals are well aware of good clinical practices and methodological constraints. Phase I units can be structured in private as well as within public hospitals. Finally, the question to be addressed is whether clinical pharmacology and scientific investigations in healthy volunteers should be integrated in the policy of private hospitals.